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Unity in Multiplicity by Design 
 

 

“As the human body, which has many parts, is a unity, and those parts, despite their multiplicity, 

constitute one single body, so it is with the body of Christ. For we were all baptised by the Spirit into one 

body, whether we were Jews, Gentiles, slaves or free men, and we have all had experience of the same 

Spirit. 

 

Now the body is not one member but many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand I don't 

belong to the body," does that alter the fact that the foot is a part of the body? Of if the ear should say, 

"Because I am not an eye I don't belong to the body," does that mean that the ear really is no part of the 

body? After all, if the body were all one eye, for example, where would be the sense of hearing? Or if it 

were all one ear, where would be the sense of smell? But God has arranged all the parts in the one body 

according to his design. For if everything were concentrated in one part, how could there be a body at all? 

The fact is there are many parts, but only one body. So that the eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need 

you!" nor, again, can the head say to the feet, "I don't need you!" On the contrary, those parts of the body 

which have no obvious function are the more essential to health: and to those parts of the body which 

seem to us to be less deserving of notice we have to allow the highest honour of function. The parts which 

do not look beautiful have a deeper beauty in the work they do, while the parts which look beautiful may 

not be at all essential to life! But God has harmonised the whole body by giving importance of function to 

the parts which lack apparent importance, that the body should work together as a whole with all the 

members in sympathetic relationship with one another. So it happens that if one member suffers all the 

other members suffer with it, and if one member is honoured all the members share a common joy.”   

(1 Corinthians 12:12-26, Phillips) 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

 

1. Which one or two phrases or concepts stand out to you the most? 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the Lord saying through this passage to you personally as you consider the structure of 

your business? 

 

 

 

 

3. In what practical ways do you believe the Lord would have the principles in this passage applied 

to how the various members of your business function together? 
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